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Do you know where our President is sitting, in this corner of campus? Submit your 
guess to magazine@etown.edu (subject line: Carl's Corner location). Correct answers 
will be entered into a random drawing. The prize? A bag of the newly branded E-town 
College Carrot Cake Granola, courtesy of Nuts About Granola. Sorry, employees of the 
College are not eligible. Carrot Cake Granola is available for purchase at the Jay's Nest. 

Meet Eric Reichert, winner of the first "Where is Carl?" contest, 
who correctly named the stairwell of the High Library. Eric is a senior 
International Business major hailing from Hershey, Pa. He's also a 
member of the cross country and track teams. That granola will come 
in handy as a mid-race snack. 



Snowfall and sunshine 

Nature, this past fall, provided us with memorable experiences—record rainfall, an earth¬ 
quake and snow on Halloween. During the unusual snow storm, one of the Colleges multi¬ 
talented faculty members, Professor of Chemistry Emeritus Charlie Schaeffer, beautifully 
captured the combination of brightly colored autumn leaves, amidst snow, near Leffler Cha¬ 
pel and Performance Center. While the College and the community dealt with unexpected 

events, by making emergency changes and rearranging sched¬ 
ules, it was gratifying to see beauty in the experience, such as 
sunshine falling on the leaves and snow in Professor Schaeffers 
photo. I am equally gratified by the professionalism of our staff 
and faculty who get the job done because they deeply care 
about our mission of education and service. 

During the freak storm, when several residences were without power, students in other 
buildings took in their classmates. I often see that same spirit of community at Elizabethtown 
College. During my "Tuesdays with Carl" lunches, in meetings with Student Senate and 
Etownian staff members and in talks while walking across campus, I am impressed with how 
our students make the most of their opportunities to learn and support each other. 

As example, last November, students and faculty members in the Department of Fine 
and Performing Arts organized an exciting "Paris Expose" covering art, music, poetry and 
dance from the era of the great world's fairs between 1855 and 1937, an event that drew 250 
students and community members; both our women's and men's cross-country teams won 
their league championships this fall—running tough in the midst of that Halloween weekend 
snow; and more than 70 people—faculty and staff members, administrators, students, alumni 
and community members—have been hard at work on strategic planning. Hundreds have 
contributed thoughtful suggestions. 

The snows of winter—or fall—look bright and beautiful in the sunshine. So does 
Elizabethtown College as it looks to the future. 

Sincerely yours, 



Carl J. Strikwerda 

President, Elizabethtown College 
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LIVES OF 

SERVICE 


DR. KEVIN SHORNER-JOHNSON, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
MUSIC EDUCATION, RECENTLY TRAVELED TO TERRIER ROUGE, 
HAITI, WITH THE SUPPORT OF A FIRST-YEAR FACULTY GRANT 
AND PERSONAL 


His purpose was three¬ 
fold: capture experi¬ 
ences, photos and video 
that could be used in 
music education and 
world music classes; 
research the Haitians’ beliefs regarding 
the inclusion of music within the school 
curriculum; and provide service to students 


and teachers at Ecole Saint-Barthelemy. 
“From the material collected within 
Haitian classrooms to video captured in a 
household drumming circle, I brought back 
extensive insights that will enrich (Eliza¬ 
bethtown College) classroom discussions 
about musical and learning experiences 
within cultural contexts,” said Shorner- 
Johnson. 



Do you know someone—student, staff or 
faculty member, an alum from the College 
who is living a life of service? Perhaps it's 
you! We would love to hear your story. 
Please submit ideas to the editor by 
emailing magazine@etown.edu. 
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THE DELL & WORLD 


White House event recognizes 
Elizabethtown College 



The Rev. Tracy Sadd, chaplain and director of Religious Life; 
President Carl J. Strikwerda; and Nancy Valkenburg, director 
of the Center for Community and Civic Engagement, were 
recognized for the College’s response to the President’s 
Interfaith and Community Service Campus Challenge. 


The initiative invited institutions of higher 
education to commit to a year of inter¬ 
faith cooperation and community service 
programming on campus. The Elizabeth¬ 
town College project focuses on faith, food, 
hunger and hospitality. Thus far, students 
have provided food baskets for a half dozen 
families arriving in the United States, 
mostly from Nepal but also from Burma 
and Egypt. These food baskets provide 
culturally appropriate foods as a sign of 
hospitality to people who speak little or no 
English. Most of the families had lived in 
refugee camps over the past seven years. 

Additionally, student volunteers hosted 
an Angel Tree during the holiday season, 
asking the campus community to spon¬ 
sor food baskets. Other activities include 
festivals of faith and food; food drives to 
help create religious-ethnic sections in local 
food banks; and speakers from synagogues, 
mosques and temples, sharing the im¬ 
portance of food and hospitality in their 
respective traditions. 

The White House event, on Aug. 3, 
was a kickoff for more than 250 colleges 
and universities across America that made 
specific proposals to carry out yearlong 
projects related to interfaith education and 
community service. 



(L to R) E-town students David Boretti '15, 
Katelyn Wunder '15, Tamara Eichelberger '15 
and Kristen Chernick '15, with Beth May of 
Church World Service, delivering food bags 
that will greet a Bhutanese family newly 
arrived in the United States. 
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THE DELL & WORLD 


Stamps Scholars 

"making their mark at 

ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE 


Supported by the Stamps Family Charitable Foundation (www.stampsfoundation.org), 
three Stamps Scholars have begun their academic journey at Elizabethtown College. 

The 2011-2012 academic year marks the first time Stamps Scholars have been sponsored 
at Elizabethtown. The College joins prestigious schools—Purdue University, University of 
Chicago, Georgia Tech and University of Michigan, among others—in the Stamps 
Scholarship program. Stamps Scholars pursue an enriched undergraduate experience 
aimed at developing skills in four domains: creativity, leadership, scholarship and service. 



Attending October's National Collegiate 
Honors Council Conference in Phoenix, Ariz., 
are (L to R) Dana Mead, associate professor of 
English; Stamps Scholars Tamara Eichelberger 
and Amy Wagner; and Jean Pretz, associate 
professor of Psychology. 


DAVID BORETTI 


David Boretti, a 
Class of 2015 engi¬ 
neering major, is an 
avid soccer player. 
David also is active 
in the College’s 
Called to Lead 
program. 

He said about the scholarship, “Through 
the Stamps Scholarship, my fellow re¬ 
cipients and I have a chance to blaze a 
trail for everyone (who) will follow us in 
the program at this school. We have been 
blessed with countless opportunities ... to 
learn both inside and outside of the class¬ 
room and to pursue our life goals, while 
also helping others and impacting other 
people’s lives.” 


TAMARA EICHELBERGER 


Tamara Eichelberger, Class of 2015, is 
a sociology/anthropology major and a 
member of the College’s Christian volun¬ 
teer group, Faith in Action. 

Said Tamara about her first year, 

“My experience at E-town, so far, has 
been really amazing. My classes have all 
been interesting and challenging, and I 
absolutely love how close the community 
here is. The Stamps Scholarship will help 
me here, by not only giving me an educa¬ 
tion but also by giving me the opportunity 
to participate in extracurricular experi¬ 
ences that might not have been avail¬ 
able to me before. Already, through the 
Stamps Scholarship, I traveled to Phoenix, 
Ariz., this past October for the National 
Collegiate Honors Council Conference. 
I’m hoping to submit my own research to 
this conference in the future and perhaps 
others, as well. I also am planning to study 
abroad in Germany for a semester. With 
the scholarship, I have many new oppor¬ 
tunities that I would not have been able to 
have before.” 


AMY WAGNER 


Amy Wagner, Class of 2015, majors in 
biochemistry and serves as a member 
of the College’s Faith in Action and the 
Called to Lead programs. 

Amy talks about what the Stamps 
Scholarship has offered her. “I think the 
Stamps Scholarship is going to help me 
build connections throughout the country 
with other Stamps Scholars. This network 
can help in the future when I am searching 
for summer internships and, eventually, 
a job. The conferences I am able to go to 
as a Stamps Scholar reveal opportunities 
I may not have considered before. From 
my experiences at E-town, so far, I have 
learned how much is possible when you 
put your mind to it. If you really want to 
do something, you just have to put forth 
all your effort and find other people to 
help you make it a reality. Balancing work 
with friends is a skill I have improved while 
at college; both are important to help a 
person get through college, but one aspect 
cannot overwhelm the other. I have also 
learned to be self-disciplined so that I can 
get everything required done.” 
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THE DELL & WORLD 


DO BLUE JAYS 

YOU BET THEY 

Birds were born to tweet, so it’s no wonder 
so many Blue Jays are flocking to Twitter 
for personal and professional use and, of 
course, to engage with their alma mater. 
Tweets, as the 140-character messages are 
called, from alumni are filled with nostalgia: 


The official College Twitter account, 
overseen by the Office of Marketing and 
Communications, keeps the stream filled 
with a variety of timely news and events, 
photos from around campus, retweets of 
local or educational posts and answers to 
questions about the College. 


TWEET? 

DO. 

Alumni were asked via Twitter why 
they follow the College. Steve Sanchez 
’07 (@steve_sanchez) said, “I follow to 
support my alma mater and to read any 
new happenings going on at the College.” 
Kevin Smith ’09 (@KJSmith87) adds, 

“It’s great to see 
your alma mater 
interacting with 
potential students, 
current students and 
alums personally!” 
Paige Tanner ‘ 10 
(@petea919) follows 
“because it’s hard to 
completely let go of 
something that has shaped you so much.” 

Join the conversation: www.twitter, 
com/etowncollege. To show your pride, 
use the hashtag #bluejaysalways in your 
tweets about the College. 


MAGAZINE 
EXPANDS ONLINE 

With this issue, Elizabethtown 
magazine debuts its accompanying 
web edition, Elizabethtown Online. 

Visitors to Elizabethtown Online 
can find the news and features stories 
from the print edition, as well as access 
to exclusive online content—much like 
the “special bonus features” found on 
DVDs—and multimedia components 
to articles, including video, extra photos 
and links to external resources for 
further reading. Elizabethtown Online 
also will house Alumni Lives, Passages 
and Happenings. 

An online presence means greater 
reach and increased reader engagement. 
A discussion area encourages two-way 
conversation, and built-in Twitter and 
Facebook buttons allow for easy sharing 
of articles. Check it out, and share your 
feedback! Visit Elizabethtown Online 
now: www.etown.edu/magazine. 



"I wish I was going to Thanksgiving dinner @etowncollege instead 
of eating my Wawa hoagie during 5 hours of grad classes." 

"Excited to be at my alma mater @etowncollege to talk to 
students about @teampa, careers in policy & public service." 

"Had a FANTASTIC time today at @etowncollege Homecoming 
and catching up with friends!" 


ANNUAL 'EDUCATE FOR SERVICE' AWARDS RECOGNIZE 1979 GRADS 


An expert on Church of the Brethren 
social and cultural history and an HIV 
research advocate received this year’s 
Elizabethtown College Educate for Service 
Awards. 

The highest alumni honor was pre¬ 
sented by President Carl J. Strikwerda to 
Dr. Carl Bowman ’79 and Dr. Roger Hoerl 
’79 at the President’s Dinner, held Friday, 
Oct. 21, in Lancaster, Pa. The award, 
given annually since 1966, goes to those 
who exemplify the spirit and legacy of an 
education applied in lifelong service. 

Bowman, a sociologist, widely rec¬ 
ognized for study of Anabaptist religious 
groups and the driving force behind the 
1985 Brethren Profile Study, was presented 
with the 2011 Service through Professional 
Achievement award in recognition of his 
contributions to global understanding of 
the Church of the Brethren. 


He earned his doctoral degree from 
the University of Virginia in 1989 and was 
the college’s director of survey research. 

He also was chair of Bridgewater (Va.) 
College’s department of sociology. As an 
author, Bowman is best known for “Breth¬ 
ren Society: The Cultural Transformation 
of a Peculiar People.” 

Hoerl, who leads the General Electric 
(GE) Global Research Applied Statistics 
Laboratory, was presented with the 2011 
Service to Humanity award, recognizing 
his contributions to global understanding 
of HIV/AIDS in Africa. 

With a prestigious Coolidge Fellowship 
awarded to Hoerl by GE in 2006, he chose 
to study the pandemic. Despite having no 

President Carl Strikwerda (center) 
presents awards to Dr. Roger Hoerl '79 
(left) and Dr. Carl Bowman 79 


medical background, his research focused 
on the root causes of the spread of the 
disease and documentation of what was 
and was not working. He coauthored “Use 
What You Have: Resolving the HIV/AIDS 
Pandemic,” which explores addressing the 
HIV/AIDS issue with holistic approaches, 
economically sustainable assistance plans, 
broader access to education, global empow¬ 
erment of women and bolder leadership. 
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Alumni in 

entertainment 

HOLDING TRUE TO E-TOWN'S MOTTO 
'EDUCATE FOR SERVICE' 




4 




ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE HAS MANY GRADUATES 
WHO HAVE GONE ON TO CULTIVATE CAREERS IN THE 
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT FIELDS—FROM MUSIC TO 
WRITING TO TELEVISION. NOT ONLY ARE THESE ALUM¬ 
NI ENJOYING THE FRUITS OF THEIR OWN LABOR, THEY 
ARE SHARING THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISE WITH 
OTHERS. "PAYING IT FORWARD," UNDER E-TOWN'S 
CREDO "EDUCATE FOR SERVICE," IS PART OF THE 
ENTERTAINING FIBER OF THEIR LIVES. 

BY NANCY MCCANN 
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ALUMNI IN ENTERTAINMENT 


"I'd rather open 
my doors and share 
with other people." 

Kate Miller '96 



Below, puppets on set and 
getting performance-ready. 



KATE MILLER 


Meet Kate Miller. She’s been busy climbing the 
network ladder of cable television in New York, 
N.Y, since graduating from Elizabethtown with a 
degree in mass communications in 1996. She works 
for Scripps Networks Interactive—best known for 
the popular Food Network, Cooking Channel and 
HGTV—as director of production management. 
She’s in charge of the details, the behind-the-scenes 
logistics and financials of the shows shot in New 
York City, such as “Iron Chef America,” “30 Min¬ 
ute Meals with Rachael Ray” and “Next Food 
Network Star.” Miller has a team of five who help 
her create and oversee a show’s budget and sched¬ 
uling—from the design and building of the sets to 
handling the talents’ travel arrangements and jug¬ 
gling among the departments that have a hand in 
producing a television show. “We track every single 
dime we spend ... and we keep everyone happy,” 
said Miller. 

When not in the studios in New York’s Man¬ 
hattan borough, Miller spends time in Hoboken, 
NJ., and down at the Jersey Shore in the picture- 
perfect beach town of Spring Fake. She said she’s 
gotten some lucky breaks along the way, but hard 
work, perseverance, “pounding the pavement and 
her E-town education” played vital roles in her ca¬ 
reer success. 

“After I graduated (from E-town) I decided if 
I want to work in television, (I was) going to have 
to work in New York City,” said Miller. “One day I 
pounded the pavement and I went to all the differ¬ 
ent cable networks and broadcast networks trying 
to get a foot in the door and leave a resume.” 

Her hard work paid off. One place she visit¬ 
ed—a small mom-and-pop production company— 
was looking for a new receptionist. “I started work 
in a production facility, in 1996, as a receptionist, 
and worked my way up to become the studio pro¬ 
duction manager.” With experience and contacts 


gained, Miller moved on to the Food Network nine 
years later, where she remains today. 

Miller “pays it forward” by organizing and par¬ 
ticipating in her pet project, Scripps Media Expo, a 
yearly career fair aimed at local community colleges 
and high schools with diverse enrollments. The goal 
is to reach students who already are interested in the 
entertainment field, as well as those who might not 
have had the opportunity to consider television as 
a career path. The fair exposes the attendees—and 
gives them hands-on experience—to all aspects of 
producing a television show such as lighting, cam¬ 
era operation, post production editing, cooking 
demonstrations and production management. 

“I take so much pride in (the Media Expo). I 
think it’s really important ... I have a successful 
career, but what good is it if I just go home every 
night and pat myself on the back. I’d rather open 
my doors and share with other people: ‘This is how 
I got here, this is my advice, this is where I work, 
and this is what I’d do if I were you.’ To really help 
them and push them in that right direction.” 


BRIAN TORBECK 


Brian Torbeck ’95, international business gradu¬ 
ate with a minor in Spanish, is living a far cry 
from south-central Pennsylvania—and his major. 
Residing in Bar Harbor, Maine, Torbeck is a pup¬ 
peteer. He lives in a log cabin in the woods with 
his fish, Willie and Whalen, and spends much of 
his free time hiking, biking, kayaking on the ocean 
and camping a short distance away in bucolic Aca¬ 
dia National Park. 

When not taking in the outdoors, Torbeck 
is behind the theater sets of Frogtown Mountain 
Puppeteers, a small puppetry troupe based in Bar 
Harbor. Torbeck and his two siblings produce all 
aspects of the original shows from writing to set 
design and production to puppet construction and 
performing approximately 140 shows a year. Their 
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ALUMNI IN ENTERTAINMENT 


puppeteering can be seen in community theaters, 
libraries and schools in New England and at na¬ 
tionally known puppet theaters in Boston and At¬ 
lanta, as well as at festivals throughout the United 
States and in Canada. 

Truth be told, Torbeck doesn’t just perform 
and count the ticket sales, though. He realizes the 
impact the shows can have on the children attend¬ 
ing the performances, so he does his best to make 
it a positive one. 

“As we were getting started, we quickly real¬ 
ized how much influence we have on the kids ... 
they’re just like sponges,” said Torbeck. “We have 
to be careful what we put in the shows—language 
and actions—what they’re going to pick up on. We 
try to convey a real positive image to the kids. 

“The shows are entertainment-oriented,” con¬ 
tinued Torbeck. “We want to do shows that will 
engage the kids and get them to think about cre¬ 
ativity—writing, building of the puppets, perform¬ 
ing—to incorporate some of the areas of learning. 
Also, to show them you can do something yourself, 
you can create your own business, whatever you 
want it to be and, that if you keep working at it, it 
can be successful.” 

To see Frogtown Mountain Puppets’ up¬ 
coming schedule and get a glimpse of its award¬ 
winning shows, “The Headless Horseman,” “Ev¬ 
erybody Loves Pirates” and the cowboy western 
“Legend of the Banana Kid,” visit its website at 
www.frogtownpuppets.com. 

Torbeck also has shared his puppetry talents 
in the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Nicaragua 
through the Peace Corps—which he joined right 
out of college—and personal volunteering. 


CARMEN CHILES 


Carmen Chiles graduated in 2001 with a degree 
in business administration and a concentration in 
marketing. As a basketball standout during her four 
years on campus, she enthusiastically attributes 
that experience with her personal and professional 
growth. She now lives in New York’s Harlem neigh¬ 
borhood and is pursuing a career as a musician. 

“E-town has done so much for not only my pro¬ 
fessional career but also my personal development. 
Being a part of the basketball team and having 
such great teammates was key in developing and 
recognizing a sense of community and belonging 
to something special. Being a team captain was also 
important in developing strong leadership skills. 
It helped keep me accountable for my actions. It 


helped teach me conflict resolution. As an artist and 
a band leader, I regularly rely on those leadership 
skills because I deal with different personalities and 
egos and talent.” 

After graduating from E-town, Chiles called 
upon her business degree as she climbed the man¬ 
agement ladder in the hotel and restaurant busi¬ 
ness in upstate New York. But, with music being 
her true passion, she threw in the corporate towel 
and moved to New York City to pursue a career 
in music. Blessed with a soulful voice and an ear 
for music, which enabled her to play piano, guitar 
and bass, Chiles’ first album SOULution debuted 
in 2007 (available on iTunes, Amazon, etc.). She’s 
currently recording her sophomore album of origi¬ 
nal music, which she calls a fusion of soul and rock. 
When not in the recording studio Chiles performs 
with her group, the Carmen Chiles band. So good 
are they, that the band has shared the stage with 
Brian Wilson of the Beach Boys, Gym Class He¬ 
roes, Keith Sweat and the classic rock band Kansas, 
to drop a name or two. Chiles also works for a mu¬ 
sic talent agency on Manhattan. 

Feeling blessed by her good fortune, Chiles 
likes to share her success with others. Growing up 
a preacher’s daughter, she’s no stranger to service. 
“E-town’s motto isn’t just a motto but a belief and 
quality that I was raised with. Service to others was 
part of my education growing up, ” she said. 

According to Chiles, her musical career got its 
start at Elizabethtown by giving her a platform for 
feedback, developing her confidence and providing 
encouragement to pursue her music. 

“My musical performance journey literally 
began at E-town in the dorm and then at the cof¬ 
feehouse events,” said Chiles. “I discovered my love 
of performing and songwriting there. Hearing and 
experiencing the positive feedback from my peers 
about how my songs and lyrics really helped them, 
showed me that I can be of service to others.” 

Chiles also plans to volunteer with the chil¬ 
dren in her Harlem neighborhood, teaching them 
about musical instruments. “It’s not hard to be 
inspired and reminded about what really matters 
in life when you’re hanging out with kids,” said 
Chiles. “My life has so much more meaning as I’m 
able to consistently engage in my true passion in 
life—music.” 

To hear a bit of Carmen’s soul, go to her 
website at www.carmenchiles.com or 
www.reverbnation.com/carmenchiles. 


"We want to do 
shows that will 
engage the kids and 
get them to think 
about creativity— 
writing, building of 
the puppets, per¬ 
forming—to incor¬ 
porate some of the 
areas of learning. " 

Brian Torbeck '95 


"My life has so much 
more meaning as I'm 
able to consistently 
engage in my true 
passion in life— 
music." 

Carmen Chiles '01 








2. Nicholas P. Wolterstorff offered the keynote address at the Oct. 1 inauguration. 


3. The campus community, delegates, family members and friends gathered at inauguration. 



4. Theodore E. Long, with a warm and emotional handshake, passes the presidential torch. 

5. Carl J. Strikwerda, beside his wife Gail Bossenga, became Elizabethtown College's 14th president. 



















‘Serve, lead, inspire’ 

sets tone for inauguration 

T CARL J. STRIKWERDA BECOMES 

14 th ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE PRESIDENT 


The unseasonably chilly drizzle that chased the 
event indoors Saturday, Oct. 1, didn’t dampen the 
spirit and excitement surrounding Elizabethtown 
College’s presidential inauguration. 

A brass quintet offered “Pomp and Circum¬ 
stance” as trustees, retirees, delegates and honored 
guests; alumni, students and friends of the Col¬ 
lege; and faculty, staff and family members gath¬ 
ered in Leffler Chapel and Performance Center 
for the 2 p.m. induction of Carl J. Strikwerda as 
the 14th leader in the College’s 112-year history. 

Strikwerda was chosen after an 18-month 
search due, in part, to his credentials in research 
and academic discipline, his strong leadership 
abilities and, said Board of Trustees Chair James 
Shreiner ’73, who opened the inaugural celebra¬ 
tion, a “commitment to 
the values and the mission 
of Elizabethtown Col¬ 
lege.” 

Shreiner also recog¬ 
nized the committees that 
headed the presidential 
search and transition, and 
the inaugural celebration. 

He also noted the signifi¬ 
cant College contributions 
of former Board of Trust¬ 
ees Chair David Hosier ’72 who, Shreiner said, 
provided leadership through “creative insight;” 
Dr. Betty Long, whom he called the “matriarch of 
this organization;” and Dr. Ted Long, who “trans¬ 
formed the institution through leadership and vi¬ 
sion.” 

Following an invocation by Strikwerda’s niece, 
the Rev. Jessica Bratt, the President, who began 
his tenure Aug. 1, 2011, and wife Gail Bossenga 
were greeted by the Elizabethtown College com¬ 
munity. Expressing a warm welcome were Alumni 
Association President Joseph Denlinger ’91, who 
represented 17,000 graduates; Michael Scanlin, 
president of the Faculty Assembly, who spoke 


on behalf of 130 “committed teacher-scholars;” 
Assistant Dean of Students Stephanie Rankin, 
speaking for 190 College professionals; and Linda 
Lokey, retiring Dining Services host, who repre¬ 
sented 220 staff members. 

Rounding out the greeting was Student Sen¬ 
ate President Brian Frantz T2, who, describing 
the College as a “home away from home,” rep¬ 
resented current students from 35 states and six 
countries. 

Following the welcome, Dr. Susan Traverso, 
provost and senior vice president, introduced the 
inaugural guest speaker, Nicholas P. Wolterstorff, 
a Noah Porter Professor of Philosophical The¬ 
ology Emeritus at Yale University. Wolterstorff, 
who taught a younger Strikwerda, explored in his 
speech, “What’s a College 
for Anyway?” the impor¬ 
tance of a liberal arts educa¬ 
tion (see video online). 

Then, as an expressive 
President Emeriti Theodore 
E. Long placed the presi¬ 
dential medallion around his 
successor’s neck, Strikwerda, 
his face barely containing 
the emotion of the moment, 
was inducted into the Col¬ 
lege presidency. “While this is a milestone in my 
life, it is, more importantly, a milestone in the life 
of a great institution,” Strikwerda said, noting that 
he has been challenged to make higher education 
relevant in a rapidly changing digital world, reach 
out to a society in need and create leaders for a 
global community. 

“The goal of a college education is to use 
one’s talents for good, to make this a better world,” 
Strikwerda said, delivering his inaugural address 
(near L). “For a society that too often seems mor¬ 
ally adrift, our students, who are taught to see the 
ethical dimensions of all the domains we study, are 
a precious asset.” 


“If one comes to leadership 
through service, one leads 
not by seeking power but by 
employing one’s talents to 
help others lead the best 
lives they can.” 

PRESIDENT CARLJ. STRIKWERDA, 
OCT. 1, 2011 


6. A tree, commemorating 
inauguration, was planted 
on campus Sunday, Oct. 2. 

7. Blue Jay and President 
Strikwerda prepare for the 
Inaugural 3K fun run. 

8. The president and his wife, 
along with members of the 
campus community, lead 
the run. 
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an 

Elizabethtown 
moment... 


Student performers 
celebrated the 2011 
Homecoming weekend 
with a concert in the 
Leffler Chapel and 
Performance Center. 
Members from Melica, 
Phalanx and Vocalign 
performed during a 
Saturday evening 
a cappella extravaganza! 
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A PASSION 
FOR SOCCER 


Twenty-five-year-old 

Stephanie Cleaves has packed a lot into 
her young life, including playing soccer at 
the international level as a member of the 
Honduran women’s national team. Now 
she’s using her soccer knowledge to help 
the women’s soccer team at Elizabethtown 
College as a part-time assistant coach. 

“My experience in various levels of 
play gives me a broad perspective to offer 
the players,” she explained. The one mes¬ 
sage that’s at the heart of what she tries to 
impart is never hold back. “Soccer is a gift 
that should be played with passion,” she 
stated. 

During her first season with E-town, 
in 2010, she saw a team she thought was 
better than its record indicated. It remind¬ 
ed her of the Honduran team, which had 
to learn to give its all and play like it had 
nothing to lose. She remembers when E- 
town was getting ready to play Messiah 
College, one of the best teams in Division 
III that season. “I was basically telling our 
players not to hold back. We lost 2-0, but 
we played a really good game.” 

The 2011 season was a rough one, 
filled with team injuries. Cleaves took on 
the role of “encourager,” as she put it. 
The end of the 2011 season found her 
helping to design a training regimen that 
includes weight lifting, speed and agility 
exercises and interval training. Now she’s 
encouraging the players to work hard on 
their own in the off season. “We can’t en¬ 
force a training program. They have to 
have it in them,” she said. 

Cleaves calls Elizabethtown a “very 
special school.” She said, “Of all the col¬ 
lege teams I’ve been part of, the E-town 
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girls are the most unified and just an all- 
around great group of people. The team is 
young and full of potential. Our coaching 
staff is serious about the steps we need to 
take to help the team succeed. We are doing 
our part to get there.” 

She added, “What we need most is a 
go-to player, a natural scorer” to help bol¬ 
ster the offensive side of play. Cleaves is do¬ 
ing her part by trying to recruit a young lady 
who played on the Guatemalan national 
team. “One of my goals is to build more di¬ 
versity by attracting international players,” 
she said. 


graduating from Lancaster (Pa.) Catholic 
High School, she went to Philadelphia (Pa.) 
University, transferred to Millersville (Pa.) 
University, and then to Houghton College 
in upstate New York. 

She tried out for the Honduran wom¬ 
en’s national team after graduation from 
Houghton. She not only made the team but 
became a starter. 

“Being on the Honduran team is by 
far my proudest achievement,” she said. Al¬ 
though the team failed to make it through the 
qualifying rounds for the World Cup, Cleaves 
hasn’t given up hope for future competitions. 


c c The team i S ? ? 

young and full of potential. 


Cleaves started playing youth soccer at 
age 5. Her father, who was born in Hon¬ 
duras, coached high school soccer when the 
family lived in Michigan. She graduated to 
travel team soccer at age 9 and stayed with it 
when her family moved to Indiana and then 
to Lancaster, Pa., where she played club 
soccer for FC Delco and the Youth Soc¬ 
cer Olympic Development Program. After 


She’s trying to stay in top shape and improve 
her play “so that I’m ready for the next time 
the team gets together.” 

She said the transition from player to 
coach was challenging at first, but she has 
learned how to analyze the game so she can 
teach and demonstrate. “Coaching has ac¬ 
tually helped my play because I can see the 
game from a different perspective.” 


In Sport Shorts, we share stories of success about 
our student-athletes (past and present), coaches 
and staff members, from on and off the playing field. 
For the daily scoop on Blue Jay Athletics, visit our 
athletics website at www.etownbluejays.com. 

The site also is home to daily results, game recaps, 
photo galleries and press releases of all Blue Jay 
sports. There are interactive features for fans of the 
Blue Jays, including text message alerts containing 
scores, award recognitions and up-to-the-minute 
schedule changes. There's always something new 
at etownbluejays.com, so stop back often! And, if 
you're close by, remember admission to all regular 
season home contests is free. 



JAY WALK SPORTS 
NEW DESIGN 

With the addition of striking new 
banners and graphics, the Jay Walk 
conveys the importance of ath¬ 
letic excellence that has long been a 
tradition at E-town. “Everyone loves 
the banners in the Jay Walk,” said 
Nancy Latimore, director of Athletics. 
“Student-athletes and coaches, along 
with the hundreds of students who 
pass through the Jay Walk every day 
on the way to class, are enjoying the 
corridor’s new look.” 
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TWITTER LAUNCHES OPPORTUNITY FOR GRAD 


On July 8, 2011, while millions of people 
around the world watched the final NASA 
space shuttle launch on television or on¬ 
line, Kara DeFrias ’97 witnessed Atlantis 
leaving Earth live on location at Kennedy 
Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla. 

She was one of 150 people selected via a 
NASA-sponsored Twitter contest to attend 
a NASA Tweet-up. 

Although she is no stranger to technol¬ 
ogy—she produces live Tedx events and 
works in user experience for Intuit, the 
company behind TurboTax—and being a 
social butterfly is something she’s always 
done, DeFrias said when she first heard of 
Twitter, she thought it was a flash in the 
pan—“just a silly, little thing.” Then, after 
the Alpine wild fires in California—where 
she now lives—she realized the power of 
the 140-character medium. 

“[Twitter] is, now, the quickest way to 
get people connected in times of crisis,” 
she said. “It was amazing to see people 
using Twitter to say they were OK or their 
houses were OK.” 


DeFrias remains in touch with fel¬ 
low Tweeters; she says when you share 
an intense event with someone, such as 
watching a shuttle leave Earth, you are 
linked for life. She also has since worked 
her NASA Tweet-up experience into 
speaking engagements, where she explains 
to audiences that the shuttle had a one-in- 
three chance of taking off—and it did. 

“The same could be said for get¬ 
ting into college, getting a job or beating 
cancer,” she said of the speech’s mes¬ 
sage. “Don’t let anyone tell you that you 
can’t do something; that’s what this event 
brought into my personal life.” 

From lifelong friends to a new outlook 
on life, you could say that, for DeFrias, 
there was also a surprise mission accom¬ 
plished during blast-off. 

Read more of the story, and view 
more pictures from the NASA Tweet-up 
online at www.etown.edu/magazine. 



THE REALITY 
OF HOMEOWNERSHIP 

You might expect that, as graduates of 
the Department of Communications at 
Elizabethtown College, Kevin Smith ’09 
(pictured L) and Stephen Juliano ’09 would 
end up working as hosts of or behind the 
scenes on a television production. But the 
pair, instead, found themselves the stars of 
a November episode of HGTV’s “House 
Hunters,” a reality television show, which 
follows hopeful homeowners on their 
search for the American Dream. 

Shortly after graduating from E-town 
and landing jobs in central Pennsylva¬ 
nia, Smith and Juliano were ready to say, 
“Goodbye college apartment; hello home- 
ownership.” They began their search and, 
in the meantime, caught a few episodes of 
“House Hunters”. They heard the show 
was looking for guests, and it looked like 
fun, so they applied online. Within days, 
they were contacted by the show’s pro¬ 
ducers. Smith, Juliano and their Realtor 
were filmed, over the course of five days, 
in various neighborhoods, houses and on 
location at Elizabethtown College. 

“Filming on the E-town campus was 
important to us because we met during our 
years at the College. Being on national TV 
was an unreal experience,” said Juliano. His 
parents live in New York and were unable 
to experience the home-buying firsthand. 
“It was great to be able to say to them, 
‘Well, you can just watch it on TV!’ ” 

Those hours of footage were cut down 
to a 23-minute episode, which aired for the 
first time Saturday, Nov. 19. To find out 
why the producers selected Smith and 
Juliano, read more about the “House 
Hunters” episode at Elizabethtown On¬ 
line at www.etown.edu/magazine. 
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ALUMNI NEWS 


Entertaining Alumni 

THE LIST OF ALUMNI IN THE ENTERTAINMENT BIZ GOES ON AND ON. 



DUSTIN PADDOCK 


The list of entertaining alumni continues 
to grow. Take Dustin Paddock ’94, mass 
communications major with a theater mi¬ 
nor, for instance. He works in Los Angeles 
as a script coordinator for Fox Network’s 
award-winning medical drama, “House.” 
He’s married, raising three boys and living 
in the Pasadena, Calif, area. 

Paddock is in the midst of writing an 
upcoming episode of “House” (due to 
air in April or May), an assignment he’s 
dreamed about ever since leaving Eliza¬ 
bethtown. “To be a screenwriter is what 
Eve been pursuing my whole career,” said 
Paddock. “This is a great opportunity.” 


CHELSEA KEMPCHINS KY 


Chelsea Kempchinsky is a recent addi¬ 
tion to the entertainment industry. She 
graduated in 2010 with a business admin¬ 
istration degree and a concentration in 
marketing and management. 

Kempchinsky headed south not long 
after graduation and is the office manager 
for Lorretta Lynn Enterprises in Nashville, 
Tenn., and she’s loving every minute of it. 
Kempchinsky attributes her education and 
participation in extracurricular activities— 
especially S.W.E.E.T. (Students Working to 
Entertain E-town)—with helping her to 
break into the country music industry. 

“Nashville is 
the smallest 
big city you’ll 
ever work 
in,” Kemp¬ 
chinsky said. 
“Everyone 
down here 
pays it for¬ 
ward.” 


Blue Jays, 

A number of Elizabethtown College 
Alumni Association (ECAA) Regional 
Chapters, as well as Athletic Clubs, are ac¬ 
tive—each holding exciting events intended 
to bring alumni together to celebrate our 
connections and enjoy unique experiences 
as members of the E-town flock. 

Get involved. Rekindle old friendships. 
Make new friends. Experience the E-town 
spirit at locations near you. Or return 
“home” to reconnect on campus. In every 
instance, we are Blue Jays. Always. 

ECAA Alumni Council Executive Committee 

Joseph Denlinger '91, president 
denlinger@etownalumni.com 
Elizabeth Romaine '02, vice president 
elizabeth.romaine@etownalumni.com 
Jaclyn (Casey) Bonner '02, secretary 
jackie.bonner@etownalumni.com 
Donald Fulton 73, past president 
don.fulton@etownalumni.com 

SPRING 2012 
ALUMNI HAPPENINGS 

JANUARY 

21 Washington, D.C., Alumni Chapter 
Private Guided Tour of the U.S. Capitol 

28 Annual Men's Basketball Alumni 
Game 

31 Philadelphia Alumni Chapter 
Flyers Game Event 



Alumni Gatherings 

Alumni at E-town put a high priority on play! To see more photos of recent Alumni 
gatherings, visit Elizabethtown Online at www.etown.edu/magazine. 


FEBRUARY 

19 Philadelphia Alumni Chapter 

Blue Cross River Rink Ice Skating 
Event 


MARCH 




Homecoming weekend is just one opportunity for The annual volleyball alumnae match was held on 

E-town alumni to reconnect. Class of 1981 alumni Oct. 22, 2011. 

made good use of the day on Oct. 15, to reconnect 
and celebrate E-town. 


24 Spring Service Series- 
PRIDE Program Volunteer Day 

25 Philadelphia Alumni Chapter 
Art Museum: "Van Gogh: 

Up Close" Exhibition 

30 Spring Service Series- 

E-town College Relay For Life 


For details on alumni events 
please visit www.etownalumni.com 
or call 800-877-2604. 
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Weekend #, 

to remember 

HOMECOMING & FAMILY WEEKEND 2011 


Cool, crisp weather and vibrantly colored leaves 
greeted alumni, guests, friends and family members 
at Homecoming weekend as they returned to E-town 
to revive friendships and relive fond memories. 
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JAYS 


ALWAYS 


iVct&ftm 14-16 


r HOMECOMING WOULDN'T BE COMPLETE WITHOUT THE FRIENDLY COMPETITION OF ALUMNI 
SPORTS EVENTS, THE ANNUAL PARADE, HOSPITALITY BLUE JAY-STYLE AT THE ALUMNI HOUSE 
, AND THE CROWNING OF KING AND QUEEN. THESE CLASSIC HOMECOMING ACTIVITIES, 
ALONG WITH ACADEMIC ALUMNI GATHERINGS, ENTERTAINMENT, FAMILY-FRIENDLY FUN AND 
L ROUSING MUSIC PERFORMANCES, MADE HOMECOMING 2011 ONE TO REMEMBER. 
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Larry Shirk '75 (L) and Ted Ansel '75 


Following page, left to right: 
T-shirts commemorating annual 
gathering of the Tri-State Enterprises 
Electric Kool-Aid Open; Larry Shirk 
'75 (L) and Ted Ansel '75, on Larry's 
wedding day; Tri-State Enterprises 
Electric Kool-Aid Open, circa 1980. 


Putting 


the ‘E 


m 


WWW. . E D U i 







PUTTING THE 'E' IN FRIENDSHIP 



Tour first roommate. 

A teammate or a classmate. 


WHEN YOU LOOK AT YOUR CIRCLE OL ERIENDS, YOU LIKELY 
COUNT FELLOW ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE ALUMNI AMONG 
THOSE WITH WHOM YOU REGULARLY KEEP IN CONTACT 
MANY FRIENDSHIPS, FORGED AT THE COLLEGE, GO WELL BE¬ 
YOND BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS OR YEARLY HOLIDAY CARDS; 
SOME CLOSE-KNIT GROUPS HAVE CREATED RELATIONSHIPS 
AND TRADITIONS THAT SPAN YEARS, EVEN DECADES. 

MUCH LIKE THE THREE GROUPS WE’LL INTRODUCE TO YOU 
HERE, THERE IS NO DOUBT MANY FRIENDSHIPS BLOSSOMED 
IN THE HALLS OF ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE’S SHARED 
LIVING QUARTERS, by donna talarico 
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PUTTING THE 'E' IN FRIENDSHIP 


Tri-State Enterprises Electric 
Kool-Aid Open, circa 2010. 


FRIENDSHIP: DOWN TO A TEE 


After graduation, Ted Ansel 5 75, Larry Shirk ’75 
and a few of their friends and roommates be¬ 
moaned the fact that they, soon, wouldn’t see each 
other as often. So, the young men planned a golf 
tournament and, to this day, the tradition contin¬ 
ues. This June marks the 36th Tri-State Enterpris¬ 
es Electric Kool-Aid Open. 

The tournament’s name, coined by Ansel, is a 
hybrid of the home states of the founding mem¬ 
bers and a classic Tom Wolfe book, popular at the 
time of the tournament’s inception. The Tri-State 
Enterprises Electric Kool-Aid golf outing evolved 
into a weekend-long event, and the number of 
participants also increased as wives, girlfriends 
and other former classmates joined in the fun. 

“Golf has become secondary,” explained An¬ 
sel, who has, for the past 20-plus years, hosted the 
event at Silver Spring Golf Course in Mechanic- 
sburg, which he owns. The weekend starts with 
a pregame competition Friday evening, followed 
by pizza, drinks and reminiscing. Saturday is the 
official opener, with dinner served after a day of 
friendly competition on the course. 

“On Friday, we sit around Ted’s bar, laugh, 
giggle and get a little crazy,” said Shirk, adding 
that the golf course staff creates outstanding 
meals for the occasion. 

The core group members soon will celebrate 
their 60th birthdays, Ansel said, but the golf events 
transport the men back four decades. 

“We’re belching and hugging each other and 


having fun just like we did (at E-town) 40 years ago. 
We remain forever young in some way,” he said, 
adding that so many in the group have gone on 
to lead successful careers. “They handle a tremen¬ 
dous amount of responsibility, while still being able 
to retain the ability to be silly.” 

The Tri-State Enterprises Electric Kool-Aid 
Open group gets together more frequently than at 
the golf outing. There also is the Poker Shuffle in 
the winter, an event conceived by Graig (Whitey) 
Beitzel ’74, that grew out of the roommates’ love 
of cards. In college, they lived in an off-campus 
apartment and played pinochle, poker and hearts 
—sometimes for grocery money. Shirk added that 
a ladies’ weekend evolved from this friendship, as 
well. His wife, Judi (Bath) ’74, and several other 
women developed close friendships and get to¬ 
gether at least once per year. 

With friendships spanning decades, the friends 
have endured milestones and major life events; 
weddings, births, divorces and the deaths of par¬ 
ents, spouses, friends and children. 

“There are some moments where there 
weren’t many dry eyes; I can tell you that,” said 
Ansel. “These are real friends, not just someone 
you used to go to keggers with. The best part of 
my E-town experience is, without a doubt, the 
people I fell in love with and the people I still love 
today.” 

Keeping up with old friends is not always easy 
as people move, begin careers and start families. 
Said Shirk, “One of the things that makes this 
work is the commitment. You have to work at it; 
you can’t be passive.” 



“The best part of my E-town 
experience is, without a doubt, 
the people I fell in love with and 
the people I still love today.” 

Ted Ansel 3 75 
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PUTTING THE 'E' IN FRIENDSHIP 


“At E-town ? your 
connections were 
your floors; 
they were like your 
own fraternity” 

Bill Helm 77 


THE COUNTRY CLUB LIFE 


No dues. No dress code. Residing in Ober B-2 or 
having a close affiliation with a former B-2 resi¬ 
dent is all you need for membership. 

“This is no country club,” uttered one fraz¬ 
zled, flooded Ober B-2 resident after a middle- 
of-the-night waterbed mishap in the early ’70s. 
To carry on the comical moment, “country club” 
shirts were designed and ordered the next day. 

“The name stuck,” said Bill Helm ’77, as he 
recalled the incident. Helm was a first-year stu¬ 
dent, living with mostly upperclassmen in the resi¬ 
dence hall. 

The Ober B-2 Country Club affinity group 
has, for the past 30-plus years, reunited at least 
annually. In the early years after graduating from 
Elizabethtown, the group gathered for a yearly 
summer party in New Jersey, a Halloween party in 
Philadelphia and a Christmas party at the home of 
Tim Murray ’75 and his wife, Aria ’77. Christmas 
is the tradition that stuck, with Murray as the driv¬ 
ing force behind the annual holiday get-together 
of lifelong friends. 

Despite varying backgrounds, majors or extra¬ 
curricular interests, these young men were brought 
together because they called the same residence 
hall home. 

“At E-town, your connections were your floors; 
they were like your own fraternity. Each floor had 
its own personality,” said Helm, remembering the 
common areas of Ober decked out with posters 
and colored lights. 

Murray agreed that the best friendships form 



i n ^ CC1 - i • i r i ^ E-town alumni, including many 

among hallmates. It was kind of a happenstance representing Ober B-2's Country 

that the right chemistry of people came together Club, at the annual holiday party 

and (we) became friends,” said Murray. “We spent hosted by Tim Murray 75. 

so much time together in Ober; this allowed us to 
form really invaluable friendships.” 

Since many country club members remained 
on the East Coast, mentioned Murray and Helm, 
they stayed in touch and got together several times 
throughout the year. 

Sometimes a floor is so tight and friendships 
so close that people see each other all the time 
and don’t wait until an alumni event like Home¬ 
coming, said Helm, adding that Murray does a 
good job of maintaining the tradition. “One thing 
about Tim, he’s pretty persistent in keeping up 
with everyone.” 

Murray said the group is intentional about 
keeping in contact between Christmases. That 
dedication has led to 30 holiday parties, and the 
group has grown over the years—there are the 
wives and those the group has connected with at 
events such as Homecoming. 

Three decades might have passed since some¬ 
one wrote the mantra on the windows facing The 
Dell, “We on Ober B-2 know how to live,” but the 
guys certainly are still living the country club life. 

(Of course, boys will be boys. Murray added, 

“Someone changed the letters to say c We on Ober 
B-2 know how to love.’ ”) 
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A commemorative hand-crafted 
ornament adorns the Green 
Gable Girls' trees each Christmas. 



“It’s more than 
just a building. 
We’ll always be the 
Gables Girls.” 

Robin Bittenbender-Deardorff ’86 


Do you have a long-lasting 
friendship rooted at E-town? 
Visit Elizabethtown Online 
to share your story in the com¬ 
ments section of this article. 


GIRLS OF GREEN GABLES 


Ten young ladies under one roof—you can imag¬ 
ine the friendly disputes over time spent in the 
bathroom (especially in the ? 80s!). For a group of 
women from the Glass of 1986, a campus-owned 
house—then called a co-op—was more than 
a housing assignment. Green Gables truly was 
home. 

Robin Bittenbender-Deardorff ’86 explained 
that she and the other nine Green Gables resi¬ 
dents were friends throughout their four years at 
the College and, during their senior year, moved 
into the house together. 

“We studied together, had meals together and 
did some campus activities together,” said Bitten¬ 
bender-Deardorff. “Oh, and there were shopping 
trips!” She added that the Green Gables girls, all 
10 of them, also traveled to the Bahamas together 
over Spring Break and occasionally visited each 
other’s families. 

Linda Brecht-Marr ’86 said her housemates 
were unique people—from different areas, with 
different areas of study—yet, were the best of 
friends. 

“We put each other first, sometimes over 
boys,” she said. “We really enjoyed each other. It’s 
a year in my life I’d never change.” 

They might have lived together for only one 
academic year, but the bond between the 10 wom¬ 
en has remained. This year, the Green Gables girls 
celebrated their 25th reunion at Homecoming and 
Family Weekend. While they don’t get together as 
often as they’d like—due to geography, family, 
work—they remain in close contact thanks to so¬ 
cial networking sites. When they do get together, 
it’s like old times. 


“They are truly my best friends; we’re like sis¬ 
ters. They’ll always be in my life, and I’ll always 
be in theirs,” said Brecht-Marr, who said that such 
strong friendships form at Elizabethtown thanks, 
in part, to the efforts of the College. She met some 
of her best friends during Orientation and on 
Move-in Day. 

“That’s unusual,” she said, of maintain¬ 
ing friendships made on the first day of College. 
“E-town did a really good job of helping freshman 
feel at home and feel comfortable ... and had a big 
part to play in fostering our friendships.” 

Although the College no longer owns Green 
Gables—many of the girls affectionately joke that 
they cannot believe the house still is standing—its 
former residents say it lives on in memories and 
pictures. 

“It’s more than just a building. We’ll always be 
the Gables Girls,” said Bittenbender-Deardorff. 



The Green Gables Girls in a 1986 
photo from the Conestogan yearbook. 
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1987 

Nathan Webber, one-time 
basketball coach and current 
vice principal, was inducted into 
Nottingham (N.J.) High School's 
Athletic Hall of Fame. 

1991 

Chris Morgan was named 
director of Athletics and 
Recreation at Kean University 
(N.J.). 


1997 



Kara DeFrias 

won a Twitter 
contest to 
attend the 
launch of the 
space shuttle Atlantis—the 
final space shuttle launch—at 
Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida. Read Kara's story on 
page 16. 


S Chris Morris, 

currently serving 
as principal of 
Walls Elementary 
School in Pitman, 
N.J., was inducted into the 
Pitman High School Sports Hall 
of Fame, in recognition of his 
contributions to the develop¬ 
ment of the soccer programs 
in Pitman. 

1995 

Robert R. "Robb" Ellis was 

named chief financial officer of 
Agilysys Inc. (NASDAQ: AGYS), 
a developer and marketer of 
proprietary enterprise software, 
services and solutions to the 
hospitality and retail industries. 

1996 

Susan Swann McKain released 
the second book in her Tugger 
the Pretzel Pup series, titled 
"Tugger & Mini-Mew." More 
information is available at 
www.wix.com/gitanc/tugger- 
and-mini-mew. 


2001 

Julie Ann (Dill) Brandt is 

pursuing a master's degree 
in fine arts in poetry and 
released a first edition of 
"The Guidebook: A Poetry 
Journal," of which she is the 
editor. 

David Pidgeon accepted a 
position as manager of public 
relations with Norfolk South¬ 
ern Corp. David is the fourth 
generation of his family to 
work for a railroad company. 

2007 

Katie (Moyer) Haberman 

recently accepted the position 
of full-time music therapist 
at The Melmark School in 
Berwyn, Pa., where she serves 
more than 90 individuals with 



KUDOS, AWARDS & HONORS 

Elizabethtown College is proud to celebrate the professional accomplishments 
of our faculty and staff members. Many are deeply involved in scholarship 
and research activities that return rich experience and learning outcomes to 
students. In the past, faculty and staff members' professional pursuits were 
featured in a column, titled "Celebrating Accomplishments." While we will 
continue to share a few accolades in the print magazine, Elizabethtown Online 
(www.etown.edu/magazine) contains a comprehensive list of the impressive 
accomplishments of E-town faculty and staff members. 


Bowers Writers House 

Jesse Waters will have his first 
collection of short fiction, titled 
"So Let Me Get This Straight," 
published in spring 2012. 

Center for 
Global Citizenship 

I John Craig 

I was keynote 
I speaker at 
I the Intelli- 
B VLfl gence and 
Homeland Security Symposium 
held in Harrisburg, Pa. 

English 

Richard Fellinger's collection of 
short stories, titled "They Hover 
Over Us," won the 2012 Serena 
McDonald Kennedy Award 
from Snake Nation Press. 

Political Science 

Oya Ozkanca delivered a guest 
lecture on Turkish-EU Relations 
at the Center for Global Affairs 
at New York University. 

Psychology 

Michael Roy coauthored a re¬ 
search study on the "return trip 
effect" with lead researcher 
Niels van de Ven of Tilburg 
University in the Netherlands. 


The research results originally 
were published in the journal 
"Springer's Psychonomic Bul¬ 
letin & Review" and generated 
interest from global media 
including "USA Today Travel", 
"Tucson Citizen", "Mail On 
Sunday.com" (UK), "Science 
Daily" and more. 

Staff 

Robin Luftig 

recently published 
the book, "From 
Pain to Peace: 

The Journey of 
Forgiveness After 
Divorce." 

Donna Talarico was featured in 
the Literary MagNet section of 
the September/October 2011 
issue of Poets & Writers. 

Young Center 

Donald B. Kraybill appeared on 
CNN's "Anderson Cooper 360" 
to provide expert comment on 
a series of crimes committed 
against members of an Amish 
community in Jefferson County, 
Ohio. 





The "Class Notes" column conveys the accom- Of course, work and professional events aren't the only activities happening in the lives 

plishments and successes that E-town alumni are of E-town alumni, and we want to share those, too. Be sure to check out the new page 

attaining in their professional lives. Please send at Elizabethtown Online called "Alumni Lives," and find out what alumni are up to. 

updates by email to classnotes@etown.edu. Weddings, babies and anniversaries are just some of the important life moments we wil 

Share your good news! post. Send your "Alumni Lives" updates to magazine@etown.edu or post to the alumni 

website at www.etownalumni.com. 
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WE CAN FORGIVE 


A little more than five years ago , the Amish families of Nickel Mines, 

Pa., forgave Charles Carl Roberts IV for the unimaginable act of shooting 10 children 
in one of their schoolhouses. Five girls died. Five girls survived and bear permanent 
scars. No one in the local community, in Pennsylvania or, perhaps, beyond the state’s 
borders escaped the news coverage of the remarkable act of forgiveness the Nickel 
Mines Amish bestowed upon Roberts and his family immediately following the tragedy. 


With the September anniversary of the Nickel 
Mines Amish schoolhouse shooting as a backdrop, 
the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Stud¬ 
ies hosted a one-day conference on the practice 
of forgiveness. Scholars, authors, practitioners, 
faculty and staff members, students, members 
of the public—including Amish and English (so 
named by the Amish to differentiate non-Amish) 
—gathered to discuss the power of forgiveness in 
everyday life. 

Dr. Donald B. Kraybill, senior fellow at the 
Young Center and coordinator of the conference, 
was not expecting members of the Amish com¬ 
munity to attend. “This was a unique, one-time 
historic event because the Amish participated, 
which I didn’t expect,” said Kraybill. “It was un¬ 
usual and remarkable, and 


Soltys T3 and Matthew Walters T5—after the 
conference about their personal experiences with 
forgiveness brought fascinating and introspective 
insights to light. 

Several students emphasized the importance 
of distinguishing forgiveness from the act of par¬ 
doning. “I think you can forgive someone but 
not condone their actions,” said Gockley. Others 
talked of their conscious awareness of the heal¬ 
ing power of forgiveness but understood that 
being capable of actively forgiving someone for 
a wrongdoing can be a difficult personal choice. 
“You know forgiving your friend is going to help 
the relationship and make you feel better,” said 
McCaffrey. “We hold on to hurt feelings and don’t 
want to let them go.” 


u 


their presence energized the 
conference.” 

Kraybill explained that 
without the Amish, the con¬ 
ference would have addressed 
the topic of forgiveness in the 
abstract. “They lent a major 
dose of authenticity to the 
discussion,” he said. “The 
combination of therapists 
and practitioners engaging 
with the Amish created an extremely rich conver¬ 
sation.” 

Attending the conference were students from 
Kraybill’s Elizabethtown College honors class, 
“The Amish in Modern Society.” The sociology 
course, designed to analyze and compare Amish 
society with contemporary mores, includes re¬ 
quired Amish and non-Amish authored books, 
texts and readings; extensive research; and inten¬ 
sive writing assignments. 

Studying forgiveness and its application in 
the Amish community is one topic of the course. 
Talking with students—Rustin Dudley T4, Ta¬ 
mara Eichelberger T5, Emily Gockley T4, Aus¬ 
tin Good T4, Samantha Kelly T5, Amanda 
McCaffrey T4, Katherine McMahan T4, Erinn 


Everyone is human and offends others, 
and I am not exempt from this. I must 
practice forgiveness every day in my 
actions and especially [in] my reactions. 


Austin Good A 4 


Class members shared personal stories of 
being able to or, in some cases, unable to forgive 
someone they felt had wronged them. A number 
of students shared complex and compassionate 
reflections. 

“For me, forgiveness has never been an in¬ 
stantaneous action,” said McMahan. “It is a daily 
struggle of reminding yourself that the offender is 
already forgiven, even though a part of you des¬ 
perately wants to cling to the past. Some days it’s 
harder to forgive than others.” 

“Forgiveness is not forgetting, and it does not 
occur in one sweeping moment,” stated Dudley. 
“In many cases we will still remember the event, 
but forgiveness is continuing to treat the offenders 
with respect and kindness despite their actions.” 


Members of the Nickel Mines 
Amish community commented 
on the act of forgiveness 
made to the Roberts' family 
and reacted to the non-Amish 
response to their choice. Read 
more at Elizabethtown Online 
at www.etown.edu/magazine. 
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Don Juan in 
Hankey, PA 

Author - Gale Martin, 
director of Marketing and 
Membership, S. Dale High 
Center for Family Business 

A dysfunctional opera guild in the 
rust belt town of Hankey, Pa., has 
chased a 10-year dream of turning 
its small-town opera house into 
Lincoln Center on the Schuylkill. 
If the next production, “Don 
Giovanni 55 , isn’t a blockbuster, 
they’ll have to close their doors, 
forever. When the guild hires a 
strapping gaucho from Argentina 
to sing the title role, strange things 
start happening: hauntings, 
seances and simmering seductions. 
They’re even driven to murder, 
behaving like characters straight 
out of “Don Giovanni.” “Don 
Juan in Hankey, PA” is seething 
with jealousies, convoluted myster¬ 
ies, wry comic turns, mysterious 
assailants, longing, love, lust and 
plenty of opera. 


Blue and gray 

turns green 

BY E . A. HARVEY '1 1 



Unused energy costs nothing , it doesn’t generate carbon and it causes zero 
impact on the environment. That, said Joe Metro, director of Facilities Manage¬ 
ment, is the conservation philosophy of Elizabethtown College. All across 
campus, departments back the College’s conservation and sustainability phi¬ 
losophy, giving a nod to Mother Earth. 


Though Facilities Management is instru¬ 
mental in keeping environmental initia¬ 
tives at the head of campus planning, 
implementation and maintenance, it’s 
not the only College department dipped 
in green. E-town also boasts an involved 
ecological student group and green lesson 
plans in the classroom. 

Dr. Joseph Wunderlich, associate 
professor of Engineering, recently invited 
Arnold Offner of Phoenix-Contact, a 
manufacturer of electric connection and 
industrial automation technology, to speak 
to engineering students in a “Green Ro¬ 
botics, Automation, and Machine Intelli¬ 
gence” class on the recent Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) grant for 
electric car solar charging stations. Next 
fall, Wunderlich said, Engineering will 
offer, in its Sustainable Design Program, 
“Green Engineering,” which includes 
courses in Environmental Site Engineer¬ 
ing and Design, Green Architectural En¬ 
gineering, Population and Global Issues, 
and Sustainable Resource Engineering 
and Design. 

Following energy-efficiency design 


standards from the American Society of 
Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Condi¬ 
tioning Engineers, E-town aims to further 
reduce utility consumption. 

That, said Metro, has been a primary 
goal in building and design and, because 
the College spends more than SI-6 million 
yearly on energy—electricity, natural gas 
and fuel oil—standards outline only those 
utilities needed to support the education 
mission of the College. Those standards 
include changes in lighting, heating and 
cooling (HVAG), landscaping and 
technology. 

Energizing environment 

Energy conservation tops the list of green 
initiatives. A decade ago, the College 
entered into its first guaranteed perfor¬ 
mance contract (GPG)—an arrangement 
in which a firm works with the College to 
develop energy conservation opportuni¬ 
ties (EGO) to save money and resources 
by reducing consumption. The College 
“bought out” its first GPG changes within 
two years, meaning consumption was so 
greatly reduced that the College saved 


“E-town is vigilant in its environmental efforts.” 

Joe Metro 
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enough money to pay for the EGO funded 
under GPG. 

Due to the success of the first GPG, 
E-town implemented a $2,000,000 second 
phase aimed at reducing sanitary waste 
disposal and consumption of electricity, 
natural gas and water by 16 percent. Mak¬ 
ing significant impact on that initiative are 
GPG-funded kitchen exhaust hoods. The 
variable-speed control system determines 
the amount of air needing to be exhausted, 
significantly reducing fan motor electric 
usage. 

Illumination, ambiance and 
energy saving 

With proper lighting key to a productive 
educational environment, newer bulbs 
and light fixtures, combining quality il¬ 
lumination with energy-saving elements, 
have been installed across campus. Most 
now employ high-efficiency T-8 and T-6 
fluorescent bulbs and LEDs. “The new 
light fixtures we are installing allow us to 
reduce the number of fixtures and watts 
needed to properly illuminate a room, 
while significantly increasing the level and 
quality of the illumination in the space,” 
noted Metro. All light levels, he stressed, re¬ 
flect the Illuminating Engineering Society 
standards. 

Combining the need for comfort and 
a desire to be earth friendly, the College 
maintains temperature standards in all 
buildings—74 to 77 degrees in summer; 

68 to 71 in winter. When classes are not in 
session, campus buildings are adjusted to 
unoccupied settings. Occupancy sensors, 
being installed throughout College build¬ 
ings in a phased plan, control the environ¬ 
ment. When someone enters a building, the 
lights come up and the temperature resets. 


Water works 

Lake Placida, an icon of the College, was 
modified several years ago with riparian 
buffers, which protect the lake water from 
pollutants, keep the earthen banks from 
crumbling and offer habitat to wildlife. 
More recently, the College gave back to 
the lake by installing an aquifer recharge 
system, allowing storm water runoff to be 
returned to the waterway through filtering 
sand and gravel layers. 

Also, across College Avenue, an area of 
stream that had been contained in a culvert 
for 40 years was reexposed to the light of 
day, while 35 asphalt parking spots were 
returned to riparian buffer. The changes 
significantly improve the aesthetics while 
conditioning storm water runoff from the 
nearby parking lot. The next phase, sched¬ 
uled for summer, will introduce additional 
aquifer recharge and riparian buffers as 
part of the planned reconstruction of the 
Lake Placida dam. 

In print 

Doing its part, Copy Services added a 
splash of green to Elizabethtown by reduc¬ 
ing the white copy paper consumption 
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36 mature forest trees: 

Producing enough oxygen for 72 people annually. 

ECOEFFORTS 

6 

15,133 gallons of water: 

Enough water to take 502 10-minute showers. 

E-town saved these 

1 

25 million BTUs of energy: 

Enough energy to power an average American household for 88 days. 

resources by using 30% 
post-consumer fiber in 

O 

3,292 pounds greenhouse gases: 

Carbon sequestered by 37 tree seedlings grown for 10 years. 

producing this magazine. 

w 

1,672 pounds of solid waste: 

Trash thrown away by 355 people in a single day. 
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As an additional means 
of saving energy, 

E-town’s Informational 
Technology Services 
(ITS) department is 
phasing out cathode ray 
tube (CRT) monitors on 
computers and opting 
for energy-saving flat panel models that 
cut consumption in half. Many campus lab 
computers automatically shut down after 
two idle hours, reducing electric use by 90 
percent, noted Metro. 


“We have elected to focus our 
available funding on conservation 


resulting in reduction of our 
impact on the environment.” 

Joe Metro 
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by 10 percent, said Barbara Shank, Copy 
Services manager. The College also went 
100-percent Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC)-certified on all white copy paper 
used on campus. FSC is an international 
sustainable sources certification organiza¬ 
tion. “As FSC-certified colored paper be¬ 
comes available, I plan to purchase it, too,” 
Shank said. “My goal, someday, would be 
to offer only FSC-certified paper through 
Copy Services.” 


Green horizons 

Despite ongoing initiatives, Elizabethtown 
College isn’t resting on its environmental 
laurels. “Given our philosophical conserva¬ 
tion underpinnings,” Metro said, “we have 
elected to focus our available funding on 
conservation resulting in reduction of our 
impact on the environment.” Though no 
budget monies are set aside specifically for 
green initiatives, the savings from year to 
year, due to conservation efforts, remain in 
the Facilities Management budget and are 
invested in new conservation opportuni¬ 
ties. “In doing this we have been able to 
significantly improve the ability of college 
facilities to support the college mission.” 
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